Prostitution in Europe
The tendency to disappear is of course strongest in the case of women who, knowing themselves diseased, face the prospect of detention. Between 1885 and 1899, for example, Johansson finds 156 inscribed women who stayed away from the medical inspection; of these, 92, L e., just under 60%, had primary syphilitic sores.62 In 1904, 31% of the Stockholm women sent to the hospital missed inspection just before their commitment. During that year g% of the women had to be apprehended on the charge of missing the medical visit; hence, staying away from medical examination was more than three times as frequent among the sick as among the general list.G2a It appears, further, that of 845 women who between 1885 and 1906 contracted syphilis after enrolment the primary symptoms escaped detection, through interruption of inspection in 656 cases (77.6%>).62b Inspection is therefore apt to be terminated by the act of the woman just at the moment when it becomes important. The women whom the police find to be ill are therefore largely those who, arrested for infraction of the rules, are subjected to an unexpected examination; women who are deceived as to their condition; and those who have bungled in the attempt to hide it or have not yet learned how to do so. Thus the system is even less effective than the size of the enrolment and the method of conducting the examination themselves indicate.
But the system undermines itself at another point: the women, if found to be diseased, are not detained long enough. Dr. Comrnenge, head of the Paris bureau, re-
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